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cattle, sheep, pigs, and poultry are 
transported across EU countries and outside 
the EU, making the EU the biggest live animal 
exporter in the world.1 
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represents 85% of 

transports

of transports are exports to third countries.215% 

Poultry is the most 
traded farmed 
animal in Europe, 
representing 

98% of intra-EU trade

of extra EU trade.3

unweaned calves are traded between EU 
countries every year.4  

1.4  
billion

97% 

cattle, sheep, and pigs are exported to non-
EU countries.5  Many of the most frequent 
export destinations are listed among the 18 
high-risk countries for animal welfare.6 
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EU-approved high-risk livestock vessels are 
still allowed to transport animals.7  

15

Between 2021 
and 2023, 3/4

of EU livestock vessels 
were reported to have 
pollution prevention 
deficiencies.8 

of inspections reveal breaches of the Animal 
Transport Regulation. 40%

citizens signed a petition to 
ban animal exports in 2022.9 900,000

of Europeans think that the travel time for 
the transport of animals should be limited.10 83%

of the nearly 60,000 respondents to the 2021 
public consultation on the revision of animal 
welfare legislation support a ban on live 
animal exports for slaughter, including one-
third of business operators.11 

94%
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